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Foreword ...

GIobaIIy, sugar production will be estimated as 179.42
million tons during 2020-21 Sugar season with slight
decrease of around one million tons as compared to
previous season. India’s sugar output is projected as 30.20
million tons with increase of 9.26% as compared to last
year’s production. India have produced 25.86 million tons
of sugar till March 15, 2021 by 502 operating sugar mills
as against 21.61 million tons produced by 453 sugar mills
on the corresponding same period in last year.

Sugar production of Maharashtra at the end of March 2021
was 10.00 million tons as compared to 5.585 million tons
on corresponding period in previous year. Out of 187
operating sugar mills, 101 sugar mills were closed their
crushing operations. It is expected that at the end of
season 2020-21, state’s sugar production will be reach
around 11.20 million tons.

Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) have allocated about
325 crore litres for 2020-21 marketing year, including about
39.36 crore litres from damaged food grains and surplus
rice. This would enable ethanol-petrol blending of 7-8 per
cent, depending on the total fuel demand. Some states
like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana and Uttarakhand have already achieved blending
of 9-10% on January 11, 2021.

The allocated quantity of ethanol indicates about 2.0
million tons of estimated net lower sugar production
during 2020-21 due to diversion of B-heavy molasses and
sugarcane juice to ethanol. Out of total 2.0 million tons

of sugar that is expected to be diverted into ethanol in
the country, almost 0.68 million ton will be from Uttar
Pradesh followed by 0.65 million ton in Maharashtra
and 0.54 million ton in Karnataka.

The Sugar industry was recommended to the Central
Government for an upward revision of MSP of sugar to
Rs 34.50 per kg from Rs. 31.00 per kg due to the
increased FRP of sugarcane for 2020-21. The Central
Government has also allocated Maximum Admissible
Export Quantity of 6.0 million tons of sugar for export
during season 2020-21 by providing export subsidy of
Rs 3500 crores to improve the liquidity position of
sugar mills and to clear cane price dues of cane
growers.

In this quarter the 44" Annual General Meeting (AGM)
was conducted in hybrid mode of meeting on January
9, 2021. On this occasion, Hon. Chief Minister of
Maharashtra Mr. Uddhav Thackeray, and Hon.
President of VSI, Mr. Sharad Pawar highlighted the
issues of sugarcane and its sustainability. Apart from
this, training program for farmers, article and other
events with detail update is given in this issue.

Once again Covid-19 pandemic is increasing in
Maharashtra. Follow all instructions given by Central
& State government guidelines. Please, take care of
you and your family and friends...

(RM Devarumath)
Editor
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EVENTS

The 44™ Annual General Meeting of Vasantdada Sugar Institute

The 44" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
Vasantdada Sugar Institute (VSI) was held on January
9, 2021 at VSI campus, Manjari (Bk.) under the
chairmanship of Mr. Sharad Pawar, Hon. President of
VSI, Mr. Uddhav Thackeray, Hon. Chief Minister of
Maharashtra was the Chief Guest was present online
for this meeting. Mr. Dilip Walse- Patil, Vice-President
of VSI, members of Board of Trustees & the Governing
Council of VSI viz. Mr. Vijaysinh Mohite-Patil, Ajit
Pawar, Mr. Balasaheb Thorat, Dr. Indrajit Mohite,
Mr. Jayprakash Dandegaonkar, Mr. Vishal Patil,
Mr. Harshwardhan Patil, Mr. Ganpatrao Tidke,
Mr. Ashutosh Kale, Mr. Arun Lad, Mr. Babanrao Shinde,
Mr. Rohit Pawar, Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh, DG, VSI &
Mr. Vikas Deshmukh, Director, AST, VSI and other
members like Sugar Commissioner, Commissioner of
Agriculture, Chairman & Members Board of Directors
of Sugar Mills were present.

Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh, DG, VSI welcomed the Hon.
President of VSI Mr. Sharad Pawar, some dignitaries
present and some members attended virtually. This
was followed by observation of two minutes silence
as a mark of respect to those who passed away during
the year.

Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh read the agenda points of
the AGM. On this occasion, Annual Publications of
VSI viz. Technical Performance of Sugar Mills in
Maharashtra, and Technical Performance of VS|
Member Distilleries in Maharashtra, for the year
2019-20 were released at the hands of Mr. Uddhav
Thackeray, Hon. Chief Minister of Maharashtra.

On this occasion, the VSI awards on different
categories were announced. Due to Covid-19

situation we have not invited all award winners. (List
of award winners is given).

Mr. Sharad Pawar in his address briefed about stability
in agriculture reforms to make farming sustainable.
He thanked Mr. Uddhav Thackeray for allocation land
in Jalana district for the development of a sugarcane
research centre for Marathwada region.

Mr. Uddhav Thackeray addressed in brief the view of
about agricultural sustainability. He also urged the
sugar industry to adopt a hybrid model that will allow
sugar mills to shift between production of sugar and
ethanol. He told that, we need to follow the Brazil
like model when excess sugar production to avoid the
derail economics of the industry which will keep the
sugar rates steady. He also said that during last AGM
the institute requested to allocate land in Jalana
district for development of cane research centre for
Marathwada region. This was granted by the state
government and he expressed that the VSI will
establish centers across the state.

The AGM was concluded with a vote of thanks.
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List of Award Winners for the Season 2019-20
ZONE-WISE O0S BHUSHAN AWARDS

a. SOUTH ZONE

First Prize (Pre-season) : Mr. Annasaheb D. Khurape, Majarewadi, Tal.:Shirol, Dist.: Kolhapur
Sharad SSK Ltd., Dist.: Kolhapur

First Prize (Suru-season) : Mr. Chandrakant H. Yadav, Post: Saspade, Tal. & Dist.: Satara,
Jaywant Sugars Ltd., Dist.: Satara

First Prize (Ratoon-season) : Mr. Ashok V. Jadhav, Post: Tembhu, Tal.:Karad, Dist.: Satara

Yashwantrao Mohite Krishana SSK Ltd., Dist.: Satara

b. CENTRAL ZONE:

First Prize (Pre-season) : Mr. Jaysing D. Bhusanar, At-Post : Shirdhon, Tal.: Pandharpur, Dist.:Solapur,
Shree Pandurang SSK Ltd., Dist.: Solapur

First Prize (Suru-season) : None

First Prize (Ratoon-season) : Mr. Vasant D. Garade Post: Dhamane, Tal.: Maval, Dist.: Pune

Shri Sant Tukaram SSK Ltd., Dist.: Pune

c. NORTH-EAST ZONE:

First Prize (Pre-season) : None
First Prize (Suru-season) : None
First Prize (Ratoon-season) : None

STATE LEVEL OOS BHUSHAN AWARDS

a. Late Yashwantrao Chavan Award (Pre-season):
Mr. Prakash V. Jadhav, Post: Aurwad, Tal.:Shirol, Dist.: Kolhapur
Shri Datta Shetkari SSK Ltd., Dist.: Kolhapur

b. Late Vasantrao Naik Award (Suru-season):
Mr. Suresh K. Salunkhe, Post: Pare, Tal.:Khanapur., Dist.:Sangli
Udgiri Sugar and Power Ltd., Dist.: Sangli

c. Late Annasaheb Shinde Award (Ratoon-season):
Mr. Ashok H. Khot, Islampur, Tal.:Walwa, Dist.: Sangli
Rajarambapu Patil SSK Ltd., Dist.: Sangli

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

1. Best Chief Development Officer : Mr. Sarjerao S. Walte
Karmayogi Ankushrao Tope Samarth SSK Ltd., Dist.: Jalna

2. Best Environment officer : Mr. Sagar B. Patil
Krantiagrani Dr. G.D. Bapu Lad SSK Ltd., Dist.: Sangli
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List of Award Winners for the Season 2019-20

3. Best Chief Engineer :  Mr. Vijay M. Khalkar
The Kadwa SSK Ltd., Dist.: Nashik

4. Best Chief Chemist :  Mr. Shashikant V. Giramkar
Daund Sugar Pvt. Ltd., Dist.: Pune

5. Best Chief Accountant : None

6. Best Distillery Manager :  Mr. Sayyadnur I. Shaikh
Shree Pandurang SSK Ltd., Dist.: Solapur

7. Best Managing Director :  Mr. Yashwant S. Kulkarni
Shree Pandurang SSK Ltd., Dist.: Solapur

8. Best VSI employees : 1. Mr. S.R. Khengare, Cheif Accountant,
Accounts & Purchase Section

2. Mr. V.D. Ghule, Assistant Material Officer, Purchase Section

3. Mr. S.K. Sable, Scientist, Soil Science Section
4. Dr. P.S. Deshmukh, Scientist & Head, Soil Science Section
5. Mr. R.R. Dhumal, Driver, Administration Section

TECHNICAL EFFICIENCY AWARDS

A. SOUTH ZONE

1) First Prize Shri Dudhganga-Vedganga SSK Ltd., Dist.: Kolhapur

2) Second Prize Padmashri Dr. D.Y. Patil SSK Ltd., Dist.: Kolhapur

3) Third Prize Yashwantrao Mohite Krishana SSK Ltd., Dist.: Satara
B. CENTRAL ZONE

1) First Prize None

2) Second Prize None

3) Third Prize None
C. NORTH-EAST ZONE

1) First Prize None

2) Second Prize None

3) Third Prize None

BEST CANE DEVELOPMENT WORK AWARDS

A. SOUTH ZONE : Shree Chhatrapati Shahu SSK Ltd., Dist.: Kolhapur
B. CENTRAL ZONE: Bhimashankar SSK Ltd., Dist.: Pune
C. NORTH-EAST ZONE Purna SSK Ltd., Dist.: Hingoli




List of Award Winners for the Season 2019-20

BEST FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AWARDS

A. SOUTH ZONE None
B. CENTRAL ZONE None
C. NORTH-EAST ZONE None

B LATE RAOSAHEBDADA PAWAR AWARD FOR THE BEST DISTILLERY IN MAHARASHTRA

Shri Ambalika Sugar Pvt.Ltd., Gate No. 392, Dist.: Ahmednagar

LATE KISAN MAHADEV ALIAS ABASAEHB VEER BEST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION IN
MAHARASHTRA
Daund Sugar Pvt. Ltd., Dist.: Pune

LATE Dr. APPASAHEB ALIAS SR PATIL AWARD FOR THE BEST CANE DEVELOPMENT PERFORMANCE
IN MAHARASHTRA
Krantiagrani Dr. G.D. Bapu Lad SSK Ltd., Dist.: Sangli

LATE KARMAYOGI SHANKARRAOIJI PATIL AWARD FOR THE BEST FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT IN
MAHARASHTRA
None

LATE VILASRAOJI DESHMUKH AWARD FOR THE MOST INNOVATIVE SUGAR FACTORY IN
MAHARASHTRA
None

LATE VASANTDADA PATIL AWARD FOR BEST OVERALL PERFORMANCE OF THE SUGAR FACTORY IN
MAHARASHTRA

None
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Mr. Sharad Pawar, Hon. President of VSI
along with Members in AGM
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Mr. Sharad Pawar, Hon. President of VSI, addressing Mr. Uddhav Thackeray, Hon. Chief Minister of
Annual General Meeting Maharashtra releases Annual Publication

of VSI during AGM

Mr. Uddhav Thackeray, Hon. Chief Minister of Mr. Uddhav Thackeray, Hon. Chief Minister of
Maharashtra releases Annual Publication Maharashtra addressing AGM

of VSI during AGM




The 72" Republic Day of India
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The 72" Republic Day of India was celebrated on
January 26, 2021. As per tradition, Mr. Shivajirao
Deshmukh, Director General, hoisted National Flag
was unfurled followed by the National Anthem. On
this occasion Mr. Vikas Deshmukh, Director, AST, Staff
members and students were present in the VSI
campus.




Solar Energy Powering in VSI Campus

VS| had recently installed solar panels to generate This is the vision of Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh, DG. For
electricity power generation plant onitscampusthat ~ the completion of this project supported by all staff
has a capacity of close to 800 KWp power (with the of Electrical Engineering Section, VSI.

solar net metering model) generations that can be

used in classrooms, offices, labs, hostels etc.
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Supporting staff of VSI and MSEDCL Mr. R.Takale explaining Functioning of Solar Net Meter

VSI Committee Meetings

The 44 Annual General Meeting (AGM) along with Governing Council Meeting was held on January 9, 2021
under the chairmanship of Hon. President, Mr. Sharad Pawar along with Trustee and Governing Council
Members were present online hybrid model. Selection Committee meeting was held in February 26, 2021
under the chairmanship of Hon. Vice-President, Mr. Dilip Walse-Patil.
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MoU between Vasantdada Sugar Institute (VSI), Pune and
Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth (DBSKKV), Dapoli

Vasantdada Sugar Institute, Pune and Dr. Balasaheb
Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on March 5, 2021
regarding the collaborative research work for
strengthening the crop productivity in Konkan region.

The advanced stress management centre DBSKKYV,
Dapoli can able to harness the material developed
at Tissue Culture and Agril. Microbiology & Soil
Science, Agronomy and Breeding section of VSI, Pune.
Joint collaborative work on the usages of bio
stimulants & microorganisms and development of
organic methods for the stress management in
various cereal, pulse, oilseed and major fruit crops
grown in Konkan region of Maharashtra is essential.
DBSKKV Dapoli also engaged in work of precision
farming, biotic and abiotic stress management.
Different sugarcane varieties developed by VSI will
be evaluated in Konkan region.

DBSKKV Dapoli and VSI Pune which endeavours to
utilize set up facility for stress management research
in the Advanced Centre for Stress Management and
Sugarcane research Centre at DBSKKV Dapoli jointly
work on innovative projects in the field of agriculture
stress management and Sugarcane research centre
DBSKKV Dapoli will give recognition to VSI Pune as
PG Research Centre and to the scientist of VSI Pune
as advisory committee member/ Guide/Co-Guide for
Post graduate (PG) and Ph.D. Students as per ICAR

Memnrnndum- of Understanding

norms. The following projects will be work initially;
P-1: Development of Advanced Precision Stress
Management Technologies through Bio stimulants
(Normal & Irradiated) and Microorganisms for
different crops . P-2 : Evaluation of the effect of Non-
irradiated chitosan as biostimulator for cane and sugar
yield improvement in sugarcane. P-3: Utilization
shellfish waste into chitosan biomolecules and its
application in groundnut crop.

The MoU was signed by Dr. Haldankar, Director of
Research, Mr. Vikas Deshmukh, Director of AST, VSl in
presence of Hon. Vice-Chancellor of the University
Dr. Sanjay Sawant, Heads of different section of
Agriculture research stations were present for this
occasion. Later Dr. Dalvi presented a lecture on
‘Application of chitosan for improving crop
productivity sustainably’. Mr. Vikas Deshmukh,
briefed about VSI activities to the researchers from the
University. He also mentioned that VSl is now procuring
raw material from the other states as there is no good
processing units in Maharashtra for utilization of the
crustacean waste from the sea food industry. He further
said that VSI and Fisheries College Shirgaon, Ratnagiri
will make efforts to develop the different biostimulator
derivatives and the agriculture researchers should
conduct the full fledge trials for bringing crops specific
recommendations so that we can help farmers to
improve their productivity economically.
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TRAINING

Farmers Training : Oos Sheti Dnyanyag and Dnyanlaxmi

In the memory of founder president of VSI late
Padmabhushan Dr. Vasantdada Patil, Oos Sheti
Dnyanyag and Dnyanlaxmi residential training
programmes were organized for men and women

sugarcane growers of Maharashtra in 5 batches at
VSl in the months of January and February 2021. The
details of the programme given below:

Batch Date Area from which the farmers participated No. of No. of sugar
No Participants | mills & individuals

Oos Sheti Dnyanyag programme (Men farmers)

5thto 8t Sangli and Satara Districts 45 Sugar mills: 02
January, 2021 Individual: 03
Il 12thto 15t Sangli and Pune Districts 46 Sugar mills: 03
January, 2021 Individual: 02
1] 19* to 22t Satara, Sangli and Marathwada region 52 Sugar mills: 05
January, 2021 Individual: 01
v 2" to 51 Solapur and Kolhapur Districts (Special batch) 46 Sugar mills: 03
February, 2021 Individual: 06

Oos Sheti Dnyanlaxmi programme (Women farmers)

V 27" to 30t
January, 2021

Total participants (Women +Men) 256

In Oos Sheti Dnyanyag and Dnyanlaxmi training
total
participated from different parts of Maharashtra.

programmes, 256 sugarcane farmers
Every batch of training was inaugurated by the
representative from participated farmers and
welcome address was given by the training
coordinator. Lectures on various topics like sugarcane
varieties & varietal planning, seed nursery
management, tissue culture, modern planting
techniques, weed management , soil fertility and
fertilizer management, irrigation water management,
use of bio-fertilizers, farm mechanization, sugarcane

Sangli and Solapur Districts

67 Sugar mills: 04

Sugar mills: 13
Individual: 12

economics, ratoon management and integrated
disease & pest management were conducted by
subject experts. During the training more emphasis
was given on practical and field demonstrations.

In the concluding session of every batch, the trainees
discussed their various doubts of cultivation practices
and got cleared from the subject experts. In the
concluding function, the representative trainee
farmers expressed satisfaction about the training,
lodging and boarding facilities. The certificates along
with group photos were distributed to the trainees.

- JloJ
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Oos Sheti Dnyanyag programme (Men farmers)

Batch No. : | Batch No. : Il
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Oos Sheti Dnyanyag programme (Men farmers)

Batch No. : Il Batch No. : IV

- Joy ________________________________




Oos Sheti Dnyanlaxmi programme (Women farmers)

Batch No. : V

]

Mr. Sambhajirao Mohite (Advocate), Karad
given guest lecture in
Dnyanlaxmi Training Programme
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PARTICIPATION BY VSI STAFF

What Does the Future Hold for Sustainability in Sugarcane Sector in India

The Virtual advocacy event ‘What Does the Future
Hold for Sustainability in Sugarcane Sector in India’
was organized by SOLIDARIDAD Network Asia Ltd.,
New Delhi in collaboration with Embassy of
Netherlands in India under a project supported by
Netherland Enterprising Agency 'Increasing Water

Use Efficiency in Sugarcane Growing in India' on
January 29, 2021. Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh, Director
General, VSI participated 'Farmers
Income and Food Security in the Context of Water
and Climate Change' as one of the panelist.

in the session

Genetic Fidelity Testing and Virus Indexing of Tissue Culture
Raised Plants under NCS-TCP Programme

All the PI’s of the Accredited Test La boratory (ATLs)
participated in the virtual training program on
'Genetic Fidelity Testing and Virus Indexing of
Tissue Culture Raised Plants under NCS-TCP' from
March 8-12, 2021 organized by referral centers for

Genetic Fidelity Testing and Virus Indexing of Tissue
Culture Raised Plants of ICAR - IARI and ICAR - NIPB,
New Delhi. In this training the lectures and practical’s
were conducted and discussion was held about ATLs
issues etc.

Visit to CBG plant of Spectrum Renewable Energy at Rohtak

The team of delegates viz., Mr. Jaiprakash
Dandegaonkar, Mr. BB Thombare, Mr. Vishal Patil,
Mr. Ashok Pawar, Mr. Prakash Naiknaware, Prof. Sanjay
Patil, Dr. Kakasaheb Konde and Dr. Shuvashish Behera
visited CBG plant of Spectrum Renewable Energy at

Rohtak, Haryana on February 27, 2021. Mr. Mohit
Gupta, General Manager, Spectrum Renewable Energy
Ltd., (SREL) welcome the delegates and take round to
the different sections of bioCBG plant.

L
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World Water Day

The joint virtual workshop on the occasion of World
Water Day was organized by VSI and ITC Ltd. on
March 22, 2021. The Director General of VSI,
Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh, Secretary, Agriculture,
Secretary - Water Resources Department, Regional
Manager, ITC Ltd. and Mr. PP Shinde, Head, Agril Engg.,
VSI participated in the workshop. The impact
assessment study report of Ghoda River Basin

LIBRARY NEWS

prepared by VS| was published at the hands of Secretary
Agriculture. Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh narrated his views
in relation to importance of water and different water
conservation technologies to be followed in sugarcane
cultivation. Mr. PP Shinde made brief presentation on
impact assessment study report prepared by VSI. The
program concluded with vote of thanks.

Digitization of Library Resources

The VSI Library has successfully completed the
digitization work of library collection including
important documents of all the departments and
sections. The work of scanning and digitization of
were entrusted to M/s. Modular Informatics Pvt.
Ltd. Pune, agency has started work on January 2019
and the said work has completed on December 2020.

The training of the concered staff members have
been done in two phase by the said agency and
proved user name and password for access of DMS
database. The basic aim of the training is to provide
knowedge of DMS software for future development
of digital archive system. The training has covered
theoretical and practical sessions and attended by
concerned staff members. In this project, the
institute has scanned total 3,33,237 number of pages

and 2559 document/titles. In all 22 departments/
sections has completed the scanning and digitization
work of their important documents.

The Library has digitized all the Institute's publications
from the inception i.e. year 1975 onwards. The
publications includes various Sugar Industry
Committees’ Reports, Laboratory Manuals, Old and
rare literature of sugar industry at State and National
levels, Books, Journals, Proceedings, Seminars, VSI
Annual Reports and Technical Data of Technical,
Financial & Distillary Performance aspects of the
Sugar Mills in India from 1935 to till date. Total 1043
document has been scanned and digitized by library.
All the digitized library collection access is available
by LAN in VSI to the users. It is a great achievement
in the year 2019-20.

- J
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TAARIeT PR sReege fffa Fdise guria o f37i® 9.8.2039 IR @iferet s=mr Mg,

TSR R 3Reegesar Afdsi guia Russ
9.  gdd et (9 foreR) 240.00
. Twa Sot (4 fereR) 9200.00
3. wfcearasmr gfode (9 fore) 240.00
g.  HAfccarmn gfede (4 forex) ¢40.00
y.  =fcemnr PRIe (W.d&. ) (4 foreR) ¢40.00
§. dfccwpl gfde (Wi, 94:94:94) (4 ) ¢40.00
©. TEITFI TR (Y4 fhe) 900.00
¢. ERE giaw (9 forer) 240.00
R ggwy IRREHR (RReof) (9 fRreR) 240.00
90. IFEI-HIEHI gawHY SHam] Hade (Aiegare) (9 forex) 240.00
99. IISH-HIEH GIRY SHaT] Hadd (9 foreR) 240.00
9.  OTener fRESAuR Stay dade (fFamer) (9 foreR) 240.00
93. 7uS fAged FRUR Siam] waHd (3feT) (9 foreR) 300.00
98. fielidhe fRgasoR Sfiar] datdes (Sapi) (9 forex) 300.00
94. dig 9 o faRE®RAUIR Sham) Wate (3ffthre) (9 foreR) 240.00
9g. g0 SHUIRRT dear (WEAt) (9 fore) 240.00
qu. WIS g StarvpEn & (Fafion) (9 foreR) 240.00
9¢. FaWY We g StavEn b (gRad) (9 foreR) 240.00
9%. ggwy Sifdd grefifams (ufder) (9 foreR) 240.00
0. gawyd Sifde fhsfiTas (diedier) (9 foreR) 240.00
9. gawu fURemmaRm(q foreR) 300.00
. Sifd fhsfRig=a - € ot v (9 foreR) 400.00

% GRUFDIT qeffaeied qe fHweiier WeATedT 4% SR < T WaT TR AT JTBlel.
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VISITORS TO VSI

During last three months (January to March 2021) following visitors visited to Information & Service Centre of
VSI, Pune.

January - 2021

Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State 324
Trainee Officers, KVK Baramati 42
February - 2021
Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State 381
March - 2021
Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State 313
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